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ANATOMY 


The H Es Synod at 
Salters-Hall. 


7 55 O U: are alarm'd, I perceive, 
| in the Country, at the pre- 

| 0 N ſent Diſputes among our 
Diſenters concerning the Do- 
— Dt = 5 Trine of the Trinity; and 
—pou deſire me to inform you 
1 of 1 We of f the Caſe, and of the Method of 
their Proceedings upon that Subject: A diffi- 
cult Task you muſt believe, when very few 
of the Parties contending (if we judge by their 
own Accounts) know more of the Controver- 
ſy, than what qualifies them to bring a Scandal 
upon the Chriſtian Religion, to Curſe and Con- 
found all who think differently from them- 
B ſelves, 
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pen to ruin ay: T oy. and Reputation. of 


their r in Conventicling, and 
to draw away the * of their W = 


their own Mills. 
The Original of this? Difoute is laid at the 


Ti” of Mr. Pierce of Exeter, the Great Cham- 


pion of the Diſſenting Caufe, and a mighty 


Nimrod in Controverſy, who is charg d with 
(Y ufing great Violence and Artifice in carrying on 
bis Attempts againſt the ever Bleed Trinity, 
and maling a very frame Progreſs in perverting 
| the Youth f that Ci ty. He could not, it ſeems, 
make a ſatisfactory Defence to this Charge, 
which induc'd the Proprietors of his Conventi- 


cle, with the Aſſiſtance of ſome Neighbouring 


Miniſters, who acted i in the Nature of Viſſtors, 
to turn him out: And acordingly Mr. Pierce is 
gjeted with the utmoſt Scorn and Indignation 


of the beſt Part of his Hearers, and turn'd a- 
drift. The Manner of his Eje@ment he has 
publiſh'd to the World in his Caſe ; a few Pa- 


_ ragraphs whereof I ſhall tranſcribe, and offer 


you ſome ſhort Remarks upon them. 


© I was above Five Years ago choſenby the 
6 | Three Congregations, Nemine contradicente, 
hol: 


——_— Gt * 8 tha 


| (% Letter of the Gęntlemen at Exon. 


+; 


(3) 


" ww Choice was ſeconded by the Deſire of 
© the whole Aſſembly that meets here; and I 
< was brought from a moſt Loving People, who 
< made! me e a handſome Allowance. 8 

a And who has bees more 8 than Mr. 
Pierce to reflect upon the (Church · Clergy for re- 
moving from one Renefice to another, to load 
them with Covetouſneſs and the Love of Rich- 
es, as if it were Spiritual Adultery, and a Vio- 
lation of the Conjugal Tye between a Paſtor and 
his Flock, to leave his Charge for the moſt va- 
luable Promotion upon Earth. Hear him rat- 


ling, () If the Clergy did not gape after great 


Honours and fat Benefices, they would rather em- 
ploy themſelves i in perſwading our Rulers to reſtore 
Peace, than in reviling Brethren, and wrefing the 
N. edi of Ancient and Modern Authors to put the 
better Colour upon their Cauſe ; but what will not 
the love of Money do? What indeed? And yet 
this Primitive, Self-denying Teacher could leave 
a very loving People, who made him a handſome 
Allowance, to come to Exeter to ia more loving 
People, that is, who made him an Allowance 
much more 7 for theſe Paſtors always 
value the Love of their People by the * 


of their Contributions. 
e | This 
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| This n. of M r. Rirce lets! us Early 


into- the whole Myſtery of Conventicling, and 


proves, that the Body of our Diſſenters are 
only a few crafty People to a great many ſimple, 
ſome to contrive and lead, and-others to ex- 


ecute. Their Cauſe is upheld by nothing but 
 Boldneſs and Jgnorance, and driven on by no 
other Intereſt, and defended by no other Wea- 


pons, than Popular Zeal in the Body, and ſome- 
thing worſe in the Heads of the Party. The 
People are not ſo mad of themſelves as to run 
upon a Precipice, but they are urg'd on by 


their Teachers; and what they call the Conſcience 


of their Congregation, is no more. than the 
Trade of their Leaders, whoſe Buſineſs it is to 


Spirit away People 1 the Church, to fill 


their own Pockets ; where inſtead of ſound and 


profitable 8 they are fed and fool'd 


with Wind and Illuſion. 


II was put to me, whether I own'd, that 
© the Son of God was One God with the Fa. 


ther; I urg'd them not to be haſty, I defir'd 


I might have Time to give my Anſwer, but 


vas told, I muſt do it preſently. Here an 
. * Trquiftio was as truly ſet up as ever there 
was any in Portugal or Spain, 
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This: poor Wes Gentleman 3 pang 
an Inquifition his Fore-fathers ſet up, when 


they introducd their own. Diſcipline upon 


the Ruins of the Eſtabliſb d Church; when no 


Clergy-Man could keep his Living without 


the Hazard of his Soul, and many Thou- 


ſand Regular Divines were ejected without 


Hearing, and reduced to beg, becauſe they 
would not Covenant; and yet theſe are be- 


come the mighty Champions of Chriftian 


Freedom ! 


Was there ever ſo reproachful a Slavery 
as the ſervile Condition of the Engliſh Na- 
tion, under thoſe Hypocritical Sticklers far Li- 
— ? When the Talmud found better Quar- 
ters than the Liturgy, and the Doctrine of 
the Alcoran was treated with more Reve- 
rence: than that of the Goſpel. Was ever 
Tyranny ſo Barbarous as what theſe People 
exercis d over the Conſciences of their Fellow 
Subjects? I would the whole Nation might 


but once dream of ſuch a Whipping as when 


theſe Reverences got the Law into their own 
Hands, their Bounty would beſtow upon 
them ; they would uſe no other Terror to 
their Children, than the Presbyterians are com- 
77g. Wert not a bleſſed Reformation, to have 
3 4 
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(5 J 
a Presbyter ſhaking his Rod over every Pariſh, 
and to have a whole Nation turning up their 
Tull to à Pack of Pedants ? What did theſe: 
Fyetanders then for the Good of the Church, 
but ſhare the Booty, and exerciſe a Peu 
themſelves ten thouſand times more Turkiſh, 
than even they called that they had 12 
liſhed : In ſhort, ' the hong Lady of Geneva 
is every Jot as Tyrannical as her Mother 
the old Whore of Babylon, as Dogmatical in 


her Sentences, as Cruel and Inexorable in her 


Executions , as Infallible and Unaccountable 
in her Claims, and as Imperial in her De- 
Crees: She values a Ning no more than a 


Cobler upon a Stall, and Ceedi, Canons; and 


Coumcils, are no more in the Hands of an 
Aſembly of Divines, than an Egg ſhell in a 


Storm upon the Bay of Biſcay. 


e Un own'd that Chriſ and the Father 
* were One, becauſe he ſaid ſo; they ask d if 
I would own they were One God, I anſwerd, 
it they would turn to the Text where 
'twas faid fo, I would own it, but J 

wonld ſubſcribe no Religions Te fts at all that 
were not expreſs d in * Words. 


" 


This 00 1 2 very taking Sound 


ond the common People, who muſt be dealt 
with 
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with as we do with Children; if you ſhew 
them the Mixture and the Compoſition of a 


Fil, they will Keck, but you muſt make 


It Gay and Golden if you would have them 
fallow: it. Under the Umbrage of the Bible 
Mr. Pierce lyes ſnugg, and batches \Herefie 
out of the Words of Scripture it ſelf; and 


by this means he fobbs the Oracles of Hell 
upon his. Audience, inſtead of the Doctrine 


of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and. Texts his Con- 


gregation with Chapter and Verſe, into the 
Ways of Deſtruction: He baits his T; raps 


with the Parings of Scripture, and the Frag- 


ments of Religion, and uſes the Word of 


God as Men do their Tobacco, he chews it 


without the Grace of Digeſtion, and ſpits. it 


out again. 


I have often wonder d to hear with whac 
83 theſe Men will ſpeak of the 
Holy Scriptures, and obſerve how conſtantly 


they retreat to them, as the only indiffe- 


rent, Judges and Arbiters of all Controver- 
dies in Religion; how zealouſly they ply the 


People with the great Duty of ſearching the 


Scriptures ; and yet all the World cannot per- 
ſwade them to believe or hear thoſe Scrip- 


tures, tho ſpeaking never ſo directly againſt 
their own Opinions. The Words of Scrip- 


ture 
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ture, it ſeems, are * only Rule of Human 


Actions, we mult not eat,” ſleep, or move with- 
out a Text for it. Upon this ridiculous' Aﬀer- 


tion, the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith are 
undzmin u, when yet the Practice of all Cri- 


tian Churches hitherto extant; makes againſt 
them. Has not miſtaken or perverted Scripture 


been the Foundation of all Hereſy in the Chbri- 


Hian Church ? Couucilt may err, they ſay, and 
may not Presbyterians : How comes this Party 
to be more infallible than their Neighbours ? 


They tell us, they will be tryd by the Ford of 


God, not conſidering how that again is to be 
tryd by them; ſo that in the Iſſue their own 
private "x DI of the Ry mult yo 
for a Lac. 


This Principle of Mr. Peirce, That » 10 eli 


gious Teſti is to be ſubſeribd to, but what is ex- 
preſs d in the Words of Scripture, is what, as 


long as Men lie under its Power, will never 
want a juſt Pretence for all the Violence and 
Diſturbance in the World; when once it was let 
looſe againſt the Church of England in the grear 
Rebellion, it worried every thing that ſtood 
in its way, and turn'd its Fury alike upon 
every Party that pretended to Peace and Settle- 
ment. It was mercileſs as the Rage and Luft 
of its Eſpouſers, and ſpared nothing that Sacri- 

| lege 
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lige could devour: And as by this Principle 
the Presbyterians aſſaulted and ruined the Church, 
ſo when they ſuh divided among themſelves, 
and moulder'd into neu Churches and Factions, 
it was s {till the Hoe 2 1 of” every aſpiring 
| eat with it the Anabaptiſis at- 
tempted the Independento, and with it all the 
Luer: Sectt ſet up againſt the Auabaptiſt:; and 
with it, as ſoon ds they were born, like the 
Dragon's/Teeth, they fell foul upon each other; 
and had they crumbled into a thouſand: far- 
ther Diviſions (for nothing is ſo endleſs as 
Fanatick Innovations) it would have equally 
ſerved both for and againſt all. Diſmal al- 
ways have been the Effects of this Principle, 
nor can any other be expected, when every ſe- 
veral Conſcience has a ſeveral Religion; and 
every Religion a peculiar God; and every pro- 
fligate Miſcreant ranges himſelf under what 
Form of Diſſent he pleaſes; for the Skin of a 
True Proteſtant, falſly ſo called, is as fit for the 
Shoulders of an Atheiſt as if it were made for 
him ; and the Corruption of a Man that has no 
Religion at all, is the Generation of One that 
has more than he knows what to do with. 


hs The wor Miſchiefs have been done to 
* the Church of God by . Unſcripturaj 
CG Creeds, 


0 10 
« *Creeds, and that "ow Was * urch upn * no- 
bie Spirit in Men to plead againſt Tmpofitions,' 


9 cannot in Conſcience give up the ene 
: 3 are 5 bravely defeiiding.” Atom 


* T n . . ao 
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T tis i 18 4 right Ble Vikas Princi: 
ple, and'T congratulate the Biſhop of — 
and his Admirers upon the Compliment, as tho 
Patrons and Promoters of itz: A Freedom from 
Inpoſſt ions and an Univerſal Liberty was for- 
merly the G; and what was the Event, but 
ſach a Spawn of rank deteſtible Hereſes, ſuch 
ſcandalous Immoralities, ſuch a Complication: 
of horrid Villanies, that were quite unheard of 
before. Mr. Peirce has always declard him- 
ſelf an Advocate for an Abſolute Unlimited Tole- 
ration, which has been ever the Cant when 
the Party is riſing, but no Toleration when the 
Party are wp ; for that very Liberty which 
they cry'd up at firſt for Chriſtian and Neceſ: 
ſary, was always preach'd down again as moſt 
intolerable... The Freedom that theſe Licen- 
tious Preachers are contending for, is a Notion 
that includes all the Se#s and Qutrages in the 
World; for ſet Men's Conſciences at Liberty 
once to think what they pleaſe, their Hands 
will not long be reſtrain'd from executing thoſe 
Thinkings ; Never was a general Freedom de- 
Nanded, bat for a particular Deſign-; nor was 

it 


11 


it ever granted, but the next Propoſition. was 
| Equality. The next Sten from Liberty of Con- 
Feience, is Liberty of Eſtate, and from a Liber- 
ty of. Thought they proceed to Aion: A Free- 
dom. from Impoſitions extends to any thing 
Men will call Conſcience, and then what Crimes 
Mall not paſs for Virtues, when N Male- 


ape is his own Fudge, 2 
= * am 1 48 an | Arian, tho? I diſown 
— Lebe DOR of Aris. t 


at is, 7 85 is an Beſebian, a Follower of 
Euſehin Biſhop, of Nicomedia, who was ſo far 
from being, eminent for any good Qua- 
lities, that he was 2 very Prodigy of Vice and 
Wickednefs. . . When, Conflantine embraced 
Chriſtianity, he came into the Church, not for 
;Religion, but for Preferment ; and he invaded 
that ſo greedily, as not to ſtick at the moſt 
ſcandalous Violation. of the Canons : Neither 
was he ſo much a Biſhop as a Courtier, inſinu- 
ating himſelf into the Favour of Great Mer, 
and fawning upon the Emperor himſelf; by 
which Methods he got Power and Opportunity 
of doing ſo Miſchief i in the Chriſtian Church: 
He denied the Cunſubſtantiality of the Son, and 
by Conſequence put him upon the ſame Foot 
of common Created Beings ; and ſo great a Friend 
C 2 was 
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wa BE bf Aiu, at contrary to all the Laws 


of the Church, he receiv'd Ter Serine 


after he was err and protected him 


; p* A maß 

"The rent of Mr Nos, wy Caſe is iy a ſad 
Complaint againft the Proprietors of his un- 
venticle, for turning him out without the leaſt 
Notice; implying, that he ought to have had 
Marning or Wages, and laying a heavy 


upon any one who hall appear in his Pulpit 


before he was juſtly diſpoſſeſs d of it; and to 


humour the Farce, the Printer has clapt a pret- 
ty Device at the end, of a Boy between a Parr 
of Kettle- Drums, beating up to Arm. 5 * — 


The Diſſenting Mi niſters. in Lend! you may 
believe, were ſoon acquainted: with this Riot 


at Fecter, and left they ſhould give Occaſion 


to the 3 of the Lord (that is, to the Church 
of England) to blaſpheme ; they ſummon an 


Aſſembly of Divines to heal this Breach that was 
likely to bring ſo foul a Scandal upon the Di/- 
 ſenting Name. The Synod was compoſed of the 
. Diſenters of Three Denomination, Presbyterians, 
Independents, and Anabaptifts, who met at Sal- 
. ters-Hall, and after they had ſongbt the Lord by 


Prayer 7 Meditation, it was carried by a Ma- 
jority for Mr. Fierce, * the Bible only in the 
ata 
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Fs the Cenſure! * ure own Ane 1 
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Falth” nd that all R2ligious- Tel: were to be ex- 
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1 was to * made 1b. Standard of 


preſſed zn the very Words of Scripture';" and ſo 
the Trinity in Unity, and the Three Cbriſtian 
Creeds were voted away. It mult be confeſs d. 
there was a pretty ſtrong Oppoſition made by 
Mr. Bradbury, and ſome others, that were for a 


Declaration of Faith” to be abſeribd by the 
whole Diſſenting "Minifiry; in the Words of the 
Fiſt Article' of the Church of England,” and the 


Fifth and Sixth Anſwers in the Aſſemblies Cate- 
chiſn; but this Scheme was biſ#d out of the 
Synod, and rejected with the greateſt Scotr. S 


However, you may believe, that an Aer. 


by of Presbyters could meet and debate without 


that Heat arid Þ1temperance of Expreſfon, which 
they are ſo apt to charge upon the Church- Cler- 


, that they behaved in their Diſputes with 


the moſt Chriſtian Temper, and mutual Amity, 
avoiding every thing immoderate and rude, 
and declaring their Opinions with the moſt 
condeſcending Modefly and Reſpect. The 
World has been oblig d with two Accounts of 


the Proceedings of this Aſembiy; The firſt, ſup- 
ſuppos d to be written by Dr. Gale, in Defence 
of Mr. Peirce and his Eſpouſers; Which ! is an- 


ſwer' d by Mr. Bradbury, (who has an inimita- 


ble Way of auh Seripture) in Behalf of 


himſelf 
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hiniſelf and thoſe PF fubſeribs with him to 
the Doctrine of the Trinity. Their own 2 


I pteſume, are the maſt candid Way of 21 
Sing the Caſe, which are'as Kaon 


. G s Vena oot ive fon . is 
5. to: expect Varmth, Heat, and a. Behaviour 
+. that deſerves worſe Appellations from ſuch a 
Convention of Clergy ; but ſuch Indecencies of 
* Zeel and Warmth, ſerve only to expoſe the 
Actors to Ridicule or Compaſſion, ſuch Con- 
dutt is not to be reflected upon without Con- 
Ceres, An Account of the ae ons v. 5. 
Mr. B. * You will be amazed how many Lies 
are crouded in this one Paragraph, as if the 
+ Man had all Truth at Defiance. An Anſwer 
© to,the Reproaches, P. 1 1. 
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Pr. G. * Their 2200 Pride, or F Inpatitnce 
< in Contradifion, threw all our Regards into 
£ Me and with a very Indecent Haugbti- 
© neſs did Mr. Bradbury in particular demand, 
© whether the Aſſembly was to be directed 
* by the Laity ? With 125 ſame Ungoverned 
. * Paſim did another alſo ask, whether they 
came there to be. contradicted by Ana- 
c < baptif, Teachers! ? And that Perſon was ſe- 


* conded by an equal Ebulition of” Wrath 
1 ans 
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G Ane but they -were retorted upon 
© with: à juſt iRefentment, : by one who was 
© affected by the Þroidious.. Diftin@ion, After 
A great deal of 'Buſile; : Heat, DroeGzve,. and 
<.coverbeariveg- Treatment, the Queſtion was 
with great Difficulty put and. cartied a- 


„Winſt. Unſcriptural Impoſitions, which Vote 
was to be made à Part of thoſe Articles 


1 Aavice - EX ware met to h ro. 


v1 
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„Mr. .* Fe. _ as 5 ve 9 in 


ins, and diſquiet our ſelves in vain, 


© heaping up Advices, and cannot tell. who Seals 


aue them. p. 1 
Dr. G. 5 The Affirmatives went out of 
« all Patience and Decony, and their forward 
Leader, Mr. Bradbury, thought fit in his 
great Modeſty; to call them the Sramdaloa 
6 Majority: The other as far as could be 
* permitted for Clamour and Contradiction, 
vent on in Form upon other Matters, 
- which: by Wravglings were 'drawn out into 


a needleſs Length. p. 11. 


Mr. B. This Autbor has a goodly way of 
telling a Story: In ſame Writers, a Lye 
© maſt be dilated, and *tis as much as a Man 
can do to work it off in two or three 
Pages, 
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„ Pages; but 8 of As Thade, 
who has a conciſer Way of doing it, and 
7 : Blyes us Seven large ones. in the Space of 

Fourtern Lines, what a vaſt Number would 
© he afford to ſell in the Streets fur the 
85 - ak Price of 4 Half pemy ? Paige ln : 
= Ry OTE SN gal... Wa 1 A 116 

251 Dr. | a, 8 To banale init 4 ah 
any Perſons by Name,-unleſs the Ipright ly, 
« the Facetious, and the Orthodox Mr. Brad- 
* bury: A Perſon of 'Mr.'Bradbury's Forward- 

© neſs for Diſtinction; might perhaps be 
* piqued at, being loſt in a Crowd, and bip'd 

in not being remarkable, tho' to his om 
3 „e P- 12. 
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Mr. B. 11 the * is Pls thall 

0 . to be called that Vile, Fooliſß, Ju- 

© confiftent Creature which Tm repteſented to 

© be by thoſe Ad vocates for Peace: and For- 

© bearance' and mutual "Charity But inftead 

of being received with a Temper:owing to 

© 2 Matter of this Importance, I was inter- 
rupted by an Ungodly Sneer: p. 16, 30. 
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brats <<; — 
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Dr. G. The moſt wonderful Circumſtance 
* of this Affair is, that Mr. Bradbury too 

© ſhould be among / the Prophets, and become 

* 2 New Revelation-Maker, there ſeems to be 

FS uo 


Fn 


* a — 

—m— — 6G 
— IS " 43 
— — 


* 
N 


h o 
OT — we ens yt ws # * 4 


«av 
* 
* 


o 
9 

= 

THC. 


= P 
ALLA aut; CY * r 
unge „ 3 worn foe — wy — —ę— yp 
* 22 3 PI 4 N Ss ts x we oO FH 
— — _— 2 . 7 wt - 


1 * 


6950 

© no manner of Connexion between a Flaming 
* Loyalty and the Calenture of Orthodoxy, hal- 
« lowing for King George in the Streets, and 

voting for Slavery within Doors; the Huzza's 
© of a Mob, and the Decrees of a Synod; the 
« Mirth of a Song, and the Severity of a 
Creed; and yet ſo it is, this Merry Sone- 
* teer_is become a moſt Orthodox Father, who 
can account for it? There was indeed 
* ſome ffinity between being a facetions 
Compania and a Witty Preacher, between 
the Levity of a Jef, and whipt Cream 
Divinity, and it may be accounted for how 
the Laugb of Converſation ſhould froth over 
* again, and trifle pleaſantly in a Pulpit, 
© How agreeably pretty was an Expreſſion 

* of this Gentleman concerning the Athanaſan 
Creed, that it was a 1Twnl of Words fittes 
© for a Chymiſt than a Chriſtian, | Who at that 
* Time could have thought it, that he him- 
* felf ſhonld ſet up for a Twzrlfer, and 
practice the Chymiſt upon his Neighbours, 
* who had been fo unſufferably Vitty againſt 
* Impoſture? I deſire your Excuſe for this 
Levity, the Mirth of the Subject is catch- 

ing, and there is no ſpeaking of Mr. 
© Bradbury in any other Turn, p. 37. 
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WY B. in this' y! 1 was ""_ the 
* firſt Inſtance 1 believe, and'the laſt, T hope, 
e of ſuch 4 Rudeneſs. p © have Realsft to 
© think there was a Run to be made upon 
my Reputation; The Cry was given, ſome 
Stories Were contrived, unguarded Expreſ- 
flons aggravated,” Perſ6ns went about as 
Whiſperers to ſeparate me from very Friends; 
* Thiimping Lyes and perfect Facts were im- 
proved to make me odious; and all this 
© T truſt without any other Provocation, 
than the Zeal I have ſhewn for the Do- 
 Arines of the Goſpel ; He is reſolved to 
throw all ſorts of Dirt, on purpoſe, that a 
little may ftick; but I would adviſe him 
© riot to talk too much of the Bottle, for 
every one who. was in the Aſſembly will 
be apt enough to apply the Inſinuation 
not to me, but to another. p. 31, 32, 33. 
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Mr. Bradbury has 8 Antagoniſt, who 
calls his Treatiſe the Synod : He has an- 
ſwerd it with the ſame Chriſtian Temper 
and Condeſcenſion. Theſe Authors have 
diſcover'd a ſtrange Vein of Compliments, 
a Specimen whereof I ſhall 'tranſcribe in their 
own Words, to inſtruct thoſe Novices in Con- 
troverſie, who are unacquainted with the Ad- 


dreſs 
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lian Fuith are in Piſpute. 


C19 ) 
dreſs that is required in Polemic Writings, 
particularly when the Articles of the Chyi- 


3 


SynoZ J am as much aſtoniſned at the 
© odd Behaviour of a very great Part of the 

Gentlemen of the Aſſembly at Salters- Hall, 
AI am pleas dat the Generous. Mayage- 
* ment of the other Party. p. 6. 4. 


Mr. B. Thoſe Miniſters whom you ad- 

mixe for their Generous Management, did 

< openly call you a Raſcal and a VJ ilain. 
22 e, to the n p. 5. 


ISS 7 5 love to be free in my Faith. 
. pag. 5. Gt 
4 £32 f 
Mr. B. But you are not free of it; for 
* if your Faith runs in the common Stream, 
* you; muſt believe your ſelf to be a Cox- 
comb. P. 5. 


£3 Synod. © Several of the Church Clergy 
are buſte to pick up Invectives againſt a 


a truly Reverend Frelate, the Biſhop of 
g * Bangor. p. 7. . 
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nw _ Tho; 8 was not appointed to 
© draw up an Addreſs, the Aſſembly was ma- 
king, to a certain Sreat Lunar "Emperor. 
* pag. ... IST 970 
Mr. B. Tou write this with a Contempt 
: of our "Glorious Redeemer, whom you re- 
* preſent” only as fit to govern a World in 
the ſoon: When Blaſphemers deſpiſe us, 
* tis a Sign we have done ſomething to put 
* the! Devil out of Humour. Tou are a 
* Dog, fit for nothing but to bark at the 
© Moon. p. 6. 
Surely ſuch a Bear- Garden Synod was ne- 
ver heard of! I think my ſelf bound to give 
the Debates of theſs Reverend Divines all poſ- 
ſible Advantage, and therefore I ſhall col- 
le& the moſt Beautiful and Edifying Part of 
their Speeches, and preſent them at one View. 
We may then very reaſonably ſuppoſe Doctor 
Cale to begin thus. Ph | 
a Tom. 
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Mr. B. © What has my Lord of: Bangor 
| 8 done to deſerve the Flatteries of 2 Stupid 
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Tow; Thou att a+ Warm, Hot, Fiery, 
5 — Zealot, I pity tbee; Thou art | 


Proud, Impatient of Contradiction, inde- 


< cent, Haughty, and of an Ungovern d Paſ- 
c ſion; thou baileſt over With Wrath, out 
of Patience and Decency's and yet thou 


art a Sprightly, Fucetious, Orthodox Fel- 


lou, a Soneteer, a Midnight Companion, 
© a Lover of the Bottle, an Huzzaer at Bon- 
© fires, a'Zealot for King George, a Twirlſter, 
© and a Chymiſt; you froth up your Ser- 
* mons in the Pulpit, ' and make your: Ser- 


© mons no more than Whipt Cream. 


Mr. Bradbury replies; | 

© Gale, You amaze me with your Lies, you 
: have Seven of *em in Fourteen Lines ; you 

* are an ungodly ſneering Fellow, a thumping 
* Lyar, and Iam no more a Tippler than your 
* ſelf; in ſhort, you are a Dog, a ſtupid 
* Atheiſt, a Coxcomb, a Raſcal, and a Vil 
lain. And to wind up up the Conference, 
Mr. Bradbury very Chriftianly expoſtulates ; 


What a Scandal is brought upon the whole Name 


of Diſſenters? That we ſhould be the only Society 


of Miniſters who are incapable of meeting without 
Indecencies that never before were heard of ! 


P. 36. 
2s You 


Tou are no Stranger; Sir, I am confident, 
to an old Obſervation that has been made upon 
our "Engliſh Sectariſti, That they are the true 
Spawn of the Donatiſls, thoſe ſtiff turbulent 
Sobiſmaticks in the Primitive Church, whom no 
Indulgence: could oblige, and nothing but the 

. ſtrict Execution of Fenal Laws was able to ſup- 
4 preſs ; and in no Inſtance that I can think of, 
1 have they prov'd their Legitimacy, more than 
1 by ſiding with our Modern 4rians at this Jun- 
ture ; as Donatus and his Party did with thoſe 
Old: Heretic againſt the Catbolick Chriſtians; 
for to this End he wrote a Tract, De Spiritu 
Sancto, agreeable to the Arian Doctrine; and 
others of the Faction joined with the Mabedo- 
ian Hereticks, and blotted out of their Bibles 
theſe Words of St. 7obn; God is 4 Spirit. But 

what was the Iſſue? They at length fall out 
among themſelves, divide and ſub- divide, 
; make; Decrees, and throw out Anathema s a- 
. gainſt each other, and what is moſt of all diſ. 
1 ingenious, they ſtir up the Civil Magiſtrate to 
1 put the ſame Imperial Laws. that were made 
1 againſt themſelves, in Execution againſt their 
= * Brethren, and what but the other Day was 
" 1 1 Tyranny and Perſecution in the Catholicks, is in 
1 themſelves Law and Juſtice: And ſo they go 
2:00 þ on, loading one- -another with all the foul Stor 
1 oY ries 
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(8) 
ries and ill Language they usd to beſtow, upon 
the Catholicks.; and their Sentences; of — 


munication are more fierce and heavy, than any 


that were ever denounced by any other Party 
of Chriſtians. Thus they proceed Gun ing and 
Damnning each other, till every Sect ſpawn d a 
new Litter of Vipers to eat out its on Bowels, 


and ſo they crumbled on, till they bad made 


the Church no bigger than it was at än a 


„ Wo + & 


confin'd the kingdom of. Heaven to its n 
Conventicle. | W 1109 or 


Here you have an Epitome of the Contro- 


verſy now depending among the Diſſenters ; for 


what thoſe Vild Schiſmaticks acted above thir- 
teen hundred Years ſince, has been ſo exactly 


copied by the Moderns, that had they been the 


very ſame Men, they could not have behaved 
more like bien The Twins that were 
ſo like, that their own Mother could not diſtin- 
guiſh them, were not more ſo than theſe two 


Schiſms, tho' born at ſo great a | Oillancs of 
Time and Place. 


O Imatatores, ſervum Pecus ! 


And now, Sir, I am come to the moſt Ne- 


 lancholy Part of my Letter, what has hitherto 
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paſt'd, has been no more than Farce, but what 
follows, I affare you, ĩs Deep Tragedy. ſo ſhock- 
ing und full of Horror, that I tremble at the 


repeating of it; but 1 am oblig'd to follow 


them through all their Kennels more particu- 
larly for the ſake of our common Saviour in 
Tbis, where I ſhall diſplay ſuch à Scene of 
Blaſpbem and Profaneneſs, as was never before 
publickly own 'd by the moſt profligate and 
abandon d Hereticks of the Chriſtian Church. 


It is fill my Rule to produce their own Words 


to ſupport whatever Charge I have againft 


them, and I ſhall look no further than into 
two or three Pamphlets that have been publiſh- 
ed by Diſſenters themſelves, ſince the ſtarting 
of this Controverſy , who have eſpouſed 
and Juſtified the Conduct of the Majority at 
Salters- Hall, near Sixty London Preachers, that 
refuſed to ſubſcribe the Doctrine of the Tri- 
"nity ; and no queſtion they have received the 
Thanks of the faid Majority, as expreſſing the 


Sentiments and * of the whole Boil of 
them. 


© I hate a Priſon for my Body, and Creeds 
for my Mind. (Synod, p. 5.) I am inform'd 
* that the Syn9d at Salters-Hall come thither 


with an Intent to ſettle a Carreſpondence 


* with the Convocation of Divines in the 
Hoon, 
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© Moon, there being in that Orb, a Collection 
© of altithe Souls of the deceaſed CreedsMakers, 
«who have at various Times inftſted the Chri- 
ſtian Church; and for the Benefit of ro- 
© #omers, I inform them, that the Spot the) 
* find: in the Aſoon, and imagine to be ſome 
Bottemleſs Pit, 18 e 1 lot, of a ene. 
eee or i618 18 
_ + They. pong come wes 70 ſettle a Corel 
© Pondence with this Reverend Aſſembly, in 
* order to be furniſh'd from thence with a 
Supply of what Creeds, Articles, or Gatechiſms, 
the Churches may at any time ſtand in need 
* ob, to.promote:-Uniformity ; but upon the Em- 
peror of Great · Britains Acceſſion to the 
7 Throne of that Hand, thoſe —— £9 
4 not off ſo well as before, p. q, d Ant 10 


45 


5 


What need you trouble your ſelves what 
your Miniſters Notions are? If, for In- 
ſtance, his Worſhip- is directed to the Father, 
thro', the Son, by the Holy Ghoſt, what Oc. 
caſion can you have to ſtick at joining. with 
any part of it. Tis eaſy to obſerve, that 
the Prayers of Proteſtants do generally run 

in this Strain. ¶ Letter to a Dijentan® in 
J — pP. 6. 
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85 < Nori .can al Ws tell hine. to 00 1 ſelf 
to be preſent at the reading of a certain Creed, 
which I cannot believe (becaliſe I can't under- 

fand it) and that too when tis read as the 
Belief of al preſent; and tis expected I ſhould 
teſtifie my Aſſent by Handing. But Diſſenters 
are at liberty to order their Worſhip-at Diſ- 
cretion, and have at this time a good Advan- 
age for —— wy their —— if _ 


„ 


ev 


* 


4 © My Wonder! is yet more e raiſed when 10 con- 
« ſider, | upon what ſlight Grounds they” build 
© their confident Aſſertion, that to believe in 
* the Trinity, is a fimdamental Article © of the 
i EO Faith. God has made the Articles 
of Faith plain and obvrons to the mean Ca- 


« Pactty, P- 7 BT ns at 


«5 F# 44 a, * 5 1 2 ; ; p 


e Phe: Nabe 1s Us One 60d in Contradi- 

E Aid to J Chriſt. (p. 11.) When St. Paul 
15 'ays" there is büt Ore God, and that One 
of God ische Father, does he not as fully: ex- 
* clude che Sv. and: Holy Ghoſt from being that 
Ons God" as Words can do it? Can any one 

© think that St. Biul would expreſs himſelf 
* thus, if he meant that Jeſus Chriſ was not 
ale from that One God, or if he appre- 
hended 


(29) 


© hended that Cbriſt was a Mediator between 
© Himſelf and them? The Godhead is attributed 
© peculiarly to the Father, and he, as diſtinguiſod 
from the other Perſons, is ſaid to be the One 
God. If the Father be the only true God, 
© how can Chrift be the only true God alſo ? 
©Ts'it poſſible thereſhould be Two, who ſhould 
Ks cath of them be Te only nw God? p. 12. 


1011 * 


© T cannot conceive how twas poflble for 
* the Vord, if he had been originally equal to 
the Father. to have bumbled himſelf ſo as to 


s become inferior to wry 5. 14. 


»The Hit i is ſubordinate to the Father and 
Son, and conſequently he is not 8 2 to the 
Father or Son, p. 16. 


* 


LO 


Why ſhould we fix upon ſuch an Unity as 

is unintelligible? Why ſhould it not be e- 
nough to ſay, that theſe Perſons are One by 
Conſent and Agreement in their Teſtimony, or 
in their Doan, and the n of their 
Power ? p. 19. 
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| * Is not that God who was the ord plainly 

 diftingunſh'd from the God with whom, in 
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Is not this a ſufficient Caution to us not 
to ba er da d er Sede 
* with the Father? God the Ford; was, ante- 
cedently to hier Incarnation, xXQ, to, the 
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* Will of his Father, and conſequently was not 
: equal-to. him, p. 2. 


< which he did not rive from his Father, Is 
* what they ought to prove: Chrift is only as 
a d over Gad Honſe.z and how. this agrees 
8 Equality. let ſuch conſider who aſſert 
© it, p. 26. {it 2 Heat Bees ETD" a 
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brit had no rational: Soul diſtin from 
© the Ward, which may well be underſtood to 
'< ſupply the Place of a Human Soal, p. 28. 
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The Meaning of the Baptiſmal Form, Ii 
* the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
* the Holy Ghoſt, is, that Perſons are enter'd 
into the Chriſtian: Religion, of which the 
'< Father is the Supreme Author, the Son the 
* Publiſher, and the Holy Gbeft the great Con- 
* © firmer, p-. 30. 7 6+. 
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* {dolatry, our Saviour is a Aan, and conſe” 


% dene not titers bone Ve, 4⁰¹ 
2 1 Wan 6. Aen. 3 


9 cheſs Notions aretrue, 1nd great part 
4 of the Church of Oriſt immerged into 1dola- 


* 79; and hath been Wen many Hundred 


0 * * 22 4 
a # 7 ; ; 3 „ 1 


th They who wn * as Ged are Tels 
ters, and notwithſtanding any other Profeſ- 
ſions of theirs, annull and make void all 


I think it now no greater Abſardity, 
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by A Man's may aue himfelf with _ Di: 
< ſtinctionꝭ he pleaſes, but if he maintains the 
* Zſſntial of  Popery, as every Creed-maker does, 
© he ſhall ever be i in ena Account LY Boi, 
e | ; 16/2 

8 « Why may not every; Man i in aiſputable Mat: 
© ters (ſuch as the e of the Trinity) be 
? - ſuffer'd to enjoy his own Perſwaſion, with- 

out Moleſtation and Diſturbance ? (Pierce at 
% * tbe Opening ef a New Meeting - W ) 

N. 20. 1 


+618 The hy of Banter e to be pelter d 
© with! blaſphemous Pampblets, aſſerting, that 
to affirm a Trinity of Perſons, was to deny 
the Unity of the Godhead, that the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt are Three diſtin Beings; that 
the Lord Chriſt was the Chief of all Subordi- 
nate "Power ; that the Unity of the Godhead 
was only i in "the Father; diſputing away every 
Perfection of the Lord Feſus Chriſt; and 
likewiſe queſtioning the Deity of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is among other Things, telling us 
that it was never yet proved that Nſus Chrif 
had a Humane Soul, but that the Logos or 
« Word may well be ſuppoſed to ſupply the 
Place of a Humane Soul; and that it was not 
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* * neceſſary” to Faith or Salvation to believe the 

true Senſe of tlie Siripture. , Theſe horrible 
| $ « Ponpblets were mdnyſttionſly ſpread by the New 
1 E Hurty; ſeveral of whom declared, the H 
=_ G was not God at all: And ont ef them 
wh. in particular ſaid, That it was no Sin to ſay 

} = Feſus Chrift is a Creature (An Account 

of tlie Reaſons of . from the — 

5 dm of Mr. SN P+7 257) 2299 2, 
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It had Jong: ** the; Cuſtom of. ex 
0 * Congregations, at the Cloſe. of the Halm 
or Hymn, to give Glory to the Father, Son, 
* and Holy Ghoſt, as One God : About this 
Time Mr. Peirce directs the Clerk what 
Pſalms he ſhould dingy and gives; poſitive 8 
Orders that they ſing there withoat Add. 
© tions which when complained; of to M r. 
. © Peirce, what he offer d was to this purpoſe, 
8 if this Doxology was. Not Scripture. And 
5 while he himſelf forhore to give Glory. to 
* the Holy Ghoſt, he taxt another Miniſter for 
J + doing it. (Mr. Peirce declared for the Subor- 
< donation. of the Son.) & een n 
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What the Grilian Regin has to Par 
Yake the Propagation of ſuch Dodtrines, i is 
| „ obvious to be long inſiſted upon; and 
Mt - chers is no Man that has the leaſt Fealoufe 


»* 5-4 


1 
+1 
#4 
7 ; * 
; i y 
3 11 * 
1 L 95 
5 4 o þ . 
2 p F * 
* , 
= 4 - 


: 2 1 1 
— ” a Os — — 
= * 22 * — * YI 
”_————__ - — 28 Mo» 
— a on ” 2222 CET YO! 
* 2 


* 


— * 
— >>." 


— A 1 


EI ets 


*, =. v4 ig in A 


6644 
= — = CREST - — 
. —— LL — 
== — — om 
* — — 


4 2 
4 CC ES 


(339. 

5 ſor the Honour of his Saviour, whoſ, Ea 
= mult. nor Tag l, and His Blood thrill in his 
Vein, to find ſuch Principles eſpouſed and 
. eld) debated; when-; the, Law, lies open 

againſt theęſe HE and it is in the 1 

== Power \of Fuſtice to lay bald of them. They 15 
ar have put themſelves x. of the Frotection of 
0 the Ladulgence- Ad, which obliges them. to 
. Nahe to the Doctrine of the TRINITT, 
= and therefore. their Conventicles are no more 
in my Opinion, than an Aſſembiy of Rioters. 
which any e has Rana. OW to 


e F 


is = - * now I 85851 to any Man, who krows | 
at upon what ſober Grounds and Principles the 
ve Curb ef ENGLAND ſtands, and hoy its 
ir | Dodrines and Forms are not on! V counte- 
lr. mand by the beſt and pureſt Times of 
e, © Chriſtianity, but Eſtabliſn'd by the Funda- 
1d = mental Laws of the Land, 8 he can 
to po perfectly charm and ſtupffie his Paſſions, 
or * as not to be chafed into ſome Heat and Brisk- 

* i eſs upon ſuch Occaſions ! When he ſeri- 

5 = ouſly conſiders, that this Church fo rightly 

: = Conſlituted, and fo duly Authoriſed, ſhould 
ar 6d be fo ſavagely worried by a wild "Rk ED 
is TM Rabble ; that this Church ſo ſoberly model d. 1 
d E | ſo warrantably Reformed, and ſo handſomely | BY 
fie _ F ſettled, 2 
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and not yet out of ill: Dan ger f 7 led, 
if not utterly demotiſh'd' 55 Hereſeè K. 


noraucꝰ; that the pußliek Peace 12 Settl el 
ment "of a Nation ſhould be fo wotully dif 
kompofed by A Lett of * Shff. Exthaff „ "an 
16 lamentably embyoil'd” by the Pfide And 
Inſolence of a Clan of Fel, " eerie, and 
Haugbty | 'Zealots ; "And, Bfty, ue” "theſs 
Brain-fick People, if not Habbo by ſome 
Tpeedy and effectual Remedy, may in à Uttle 
Time grow to that Power and Con tate, 28 
not eaſily to be ſuppreſs d: Let the Reader 
confi der all this as throughly. and ſeriquſiy 
as I have done, and be a Storc if! he can. g 2 4 
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But beſi des this, 8 any 7 fy that i is ac- 
. quainted with the Wiſdom and Sobriety of 

True Religion, tell me how tis poſlible not t 

be provoked, to Scorn and Tudighation, : again 
ſuch proud, ignorant, and ſupercil ious Hypo- 
crites, who, tho” they utterly. defeat all the 
main Deſi igns of Religion, and ſtab it to 
the very Heart, yet boaſt” themſelyes Its only 

Priends and "Patrons; * ſignalize their Party 
by diſtinguiſning Titles and Characters of 
Godlineſs, and brand all others howſoever Pious 
and Peaceable, with bad Names and worſe 
Sulpicions ? Who, I. ſ: iy, that loves and adores 
| the 
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che Git of, True. EW can forbear to 


be ſharp. and. ſevere, to ſuch thick and ful 


ſame Abuſes ,? For 'whi 11 oh and Fypoorify 
"Wet under the Vixor of. Holineſs, it e 
that ſeem as ee as. it felt - 


mg to lahr tb ak and inſdlent 
Hatje, With fmart Satyr, is 10 far from 
being A Criminal Paſſion, that tis à Zeal 
of. ee, and Charity, ad 4 Proſecution 
of the Grand and Diffaſive Daty of Humanity, 
Which Obliges us to maintain the common 
Love and Amity of Mankind. And tho? 
good Manners oblige us to treat all other ſorts 
of. People with gentle, and ci ; vil Language, 
yet; when we have. to do with Proud and 
Turbulent,; Spirits, we muſt point our Reproof 
with ſharp Invectives, we muſt diſcover them 
to. themſelves, to humble them; we muſt lance 


their Tumour, and, take out 7 5 Core of their 


prayd Fleſh, before we can cure them. Auodynes 

and ſofter Medicines make no Impreſſion up- 
on them; ſoft and, tender Words do but 
tempt their Diſdain, ; and ſooth up their Va. 
unity; they think, you: flatter and fawn upon 


them when you ſpeak them fair, your Ci- 


vility they will interpret Reſpect, and a forced 


Eſteem and Approbation of their Principles. 


* to think to argue a Sett of. rude and 
F Tm boiſtrous 


bay ſtrous Libertines cat of he Folly. moerly: | 
© by. the Strength of calm and' ſober Reaſon, + "a 
as likely a Matter as to endeavour” by file 
4 Words to perſwade the Northern ini into 42 
Weſtern Point. If you will ever ſilence them, 
you. muſt. be as Yebement as they, nothing 
but Zeal can encounter Zeal; and he that will 
oppoſe a Fanatick, muſt, do it with his Eager- 
neſs, tho not his Malice; Clamour and 
Confidence make ſtronger [mpieſſions upon 
the common People, than Strength of Rea- 


ſom, and the Rabble ever runs to that Party 
that raiſes the Bg. Noiſe : And therefore 


ſince we of the Church of ENGLAND are 
not {6 ill bred as to oppoſe Clamour to 
Clamour, we muſt ſupply our want of Nojſe 
and Throat, by Sharpneſs and Severity; and 
tho” there is bot little Ground to hope that 
the keeneſt Reaſons ſhookd be able tor peirce 
their thick and inveterate Prejudices, yet 
however, the ſharper Edge they have, the 
deeper they wilt ſtick in the Minds of them 
whoſe Concern and Intereſt ir is to corre@ 
and piriſh them; for I am not ſo vain as 
to deſign ot erpekt their own Convidton,. as 
good attempt the Removal of Mountains; 
What I propos d, was to repreſent theſe He- 
reticks in their own Colours, to awaken Au- 
thority to beware of ite worſt and moſt dan- 
gerous 
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0:00 th and Ceremon1 


me Fews, Heathens, and Chriſtians ; deſcribing 


cent Feaſts and Entertainments up- 
yful Occafions ; and proving the 


AY, 


| N of thoſe Aniverſary Feſtivals, call d 
Vales, obſerv'd in Country Villages, in Me- 


mary. of the — of their particular 


Cn 
Conſe: rating Churches, Chapels, and Church- 
Yards, paſs d in the Lower Houſe of Convoc a- 


tion, 1712. with a Deſigu to have it eſtabliſned i 
among the 6 IL the Lit BY 2.8 and compi- Bw 
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Churches. Copy'd from the Jau hal of the 
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